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Oh for goodness sake!  It was July, the month half a dozen of us normally 
turn up.  We sit outside with a beer and talk about all of those models we 
should be making whilst the other club members swan off to their luxury 
second homes on the shores of Lake Garda or slide the Louis Vuitton into 
the Aston Martin before sliding into something equally comfortable on 
arrival at their Monte Carlo summer villa, like a dry Martini and the leggy 
blonde whose luggage it is.  There are those of us, of course, whose holiday 
involves simply stepping aboard the Orient Express, a rather unremarkable 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǘŀƪŜŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ [ƻǿŜǎǘƻŦǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƴƴŀƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
5ƻǊƛǎ aŀǘƭƻŎƪΩǎ .ϧ.Φ  hƴƭȅ фл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ LǇǎǿƛŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
light; our sweaty palms clutch a small tool box and a recently bought, out-
of-date issue of a plastic jazz-ƳŀƎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŦƻǊ ΨƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ  {ǇƻƛƭƛƴƎ 
ourselves at our destination with a holiday purchase of one or two of the 
latest duty free Tamigawa products, we are quite happy in our B&B,  
knocking one out at the small table in the bay window overlooking the fish-
docks.  Naturally, there is the trembling fear that Mrs M might smell the 
illicit kung po chicken, masked so poorly by the MEK, thinners and crusty 
bed sheets and burst in to the room to remonstrate with us for our illegal 
shenanigans.  Or perhaps secretly, there is a trembling desire that she 
succumbs to the heady mix and spicy allure of the mingled smells and does 
so without remonstration!  

But no, there were bloody loads of us at the meeting and even more 
models on the table!

Dƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΧ{ƻǊǊȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀƛǊ-net shrouded curlers, 
moth-eaten slippers momentarily sticking across the dubiously stained, 
threadbare carpet and the tremulous, bodice-ripping slash of a Swann 
Morton 10 blade dangerously and seductively slicing open the full-length, 
high-neck winceyette nightie that distracted me for a moment.

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ WƻƘƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀƎŜǎΗ  YŜƭǾƛƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 5ƻǊƛǎΩ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǿŜǎǘƻŦǘ ǘƻ ¢ŜƭŦƻǊŘ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΣ ƭŜǘ 
ŀƭƻƴŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΧ.ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ {a²Η
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There was precious little of it.

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ aƛƪŜΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦{!C ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ 
something as a token for the enormous amount of work he puts into the Club behind the scenes.  
Therefore, Jan presented Mike with a montage of aircraft with which Mike had been inextricably 
ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ нр ȅŜŀǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ   aƛƪŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y 
and all of it has been spent with aircraft associated with the Special Operations Groups: MH53s 
ŀƴŘ  Ψ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΩ IŜǊŎǳƭŜǎΦ  bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ aƛƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǿŀǘƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ Ψ¢5¸Ω ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
World and his enthusiasm for ugly aeroplanes(get used to it fellaΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǇŜƭǘΗύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
tasks that they perform is clearly tangible.

Drink! 
Song anyone?  

Come on, join in if 
you know the 

words.  A 
Frenchman went 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǾŀǘƻǊȅΧ

A particularly apt phrase was levelled at Mike in 
Ƙƛǎ ǾŀƭŜŘƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀΣ έ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ  !ǎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜǊ ƪƴƻǿǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
have too much reference material.  Therefore, it 
was nice to see that the largest Air Force in the 
World has learnt from the modelling fraternity, 
who are actually the people who know about the 
kit that they operate!  Never ask a pilot anything 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŜǊƻǇƭŀƴŜΤ ŎƭǳŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ΨŜƳΗ   

.9{¢ ²L{I9{ a!¢9Σ ²9Ωw9 twh¦5 ¢h Ybh² 
YOU - NOW GET SOME MODELLING DONE! 



3

In celebration of Mike having the weekend off ςforever, he and Kev got all arty and poked off to London for the 
Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘ ƻŦ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ {Ƙƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƭƭ ƎŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎΦ   !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ 
relaxed second-ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǇŜǊǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩǎ ǿŀǊŜǎ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜŘΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ ²ŜǎǘΣ wƻƴŀƭŘ ²ƻƴƎΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ /ƻǿƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
worth the money anyway.  We thought that we could probably do better than some, but a conversation with 
one artist disabused us of trying that notion as he seemed to think it took about 7 years to get to grips with 
water-ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ о-D plastic representation of an actual 
aeroplane, otherwise we might have been able to persuade our friend that there are some artists that have 
mastered mixed-ƳŜŘƛŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŎŀƴǾŀǎΦ  .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘǳǊƭƛǎƘΧ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ 
have some cracking pictures though, check it out next year! 

We could only have so much fun before realising that the sun had crept over the yardarm.  So after a pub lunch, 
obviously, the boys hit Motor Books, the National Portrait Gallery ςmore high-brow intellectualism looking at 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǊƛŎΩǎ ǘƻǇ-tip of 4D models about 10 minutes walk from Liverpool St.  The latter has 
everything you might need to expand your horizons on what might be useful to us as modellers, or if you just 
want to bulk-ōǳȅ пΩ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎŀǊŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǾŀŎ-forming 
techniques and the correct materials for such and after spending more time in here than anywhere, it was off 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ Σ ǿŜƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΧ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ Ǉǳōǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ

Armed with artistic 
fervour and a tasty 
pint of foamy 
loveliness, Kev 
considers his next 
project whilst 
practicing his Brian 
Sewell-approved 
ΨŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΩ ƭƻƻƪΦ

They say the camera 
adds 10 pounds, but 
seen here, clearly 
Mike has captured 
the Rubenesque 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ YŜǾΩǎ 
ΨŎŀƳŜƭ ǇŀŎƪΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
Love God!.  

Mmm, 
5ƻǊƛǎΧ


